CHAPTER V,

VEGETABLE   POISONS.

General use of,        WITH tiie exception of arsenic, the poisons most gener-
ot, detection,      ally iii use in this country are derived from the vegetable
kingdom, and there can "be no doubt that there are a num-
ber of poisons used., with the properties of which we are
only imperfectly acquainted,, or of which we are entirely
ignorant.    Several of these poisons leave no trace whatso-
ever.    This is proved by the number of cases alluded to by
the chemical examiner, in which no poison could be detect-
ed, although there could be no doubt that poison had been
administered.   For instance, in Vizagapatam, eleven persons
were attacked with drowsiness and delirium^ with dilated
pupils and cedematous eyelids, shortly after eating some
cakes,"5*"    Five of these persons died, but no trace of poison
could be detected in the viscera.    Generally speaking, it
may be $aid, that, with the exception of arsenic, mineral
poisons are rarely used in this country, probably owing to
the facility of detection.    Arsenic is probably so common,
because its effects so strongly resemble those of cholera, and
there are good grounds for supposing that advantage is
often taken of an epidemic of cholera, to remove persons by
means of arsenic-poisoning.    Detection at such times is
rendered more difficult, owing to the haste with which the
bodies of persons, who have died from cholera, are burnt,
together with, their clothing, &c.,  and the  evacuations
disposed of.

As this portion of the work is not intended to be a treatise
on poisons generally, only those will be alluded to which
appear to be most commonly in use.

* Chemical Examiner's Report, 1883,